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become due for service abroad* Officers returning
home from a full tour of six years abroad naturally
go to the bottom of this roster, and gradually work
their way upwards until, once again, they become
liable for foreign service.
Every year a varying number of officers are
ordered to hold themselves in readiness to proceed
to the outposts of the Empire, where they will
replace those who are due to come home* The
"Powers That Be" are not actively concerned,
except in special cases, with the individual, and it
is a case of so many majors, captains, and subalterns
who have to be found for the various commands
abroad*
From this point we go a step further in the
explanation of the telegram* In view of what has
been said above, there is no reason why I, who have
just returned from a full tour of service abroad, and
liked it, but am now entitled to remain about six
years at home, should not agree to change places
on the foreign service roster with another officer of
my rank who has no desire to go abroad just at
the particular time (he will have to go eventually)*
That the officer whose place I take at the top
pays me handsomely for doing so is no concern of
anyone except ourselves*
Four months previous to my receiving the tele-
gram I had been approached by a person in London